
LEHMAN COLLEGE – CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK  
DEPARTMENT OF LATIN AMERICAN & LATINO/A STUDIES  

 
 
Final Assignment – Documentary Analysis  
Prof. Joseph A. Torres-González 
LAC 231/LTS 242 – Latinos in the United States (Summer 2022)  
Due Date: July 1st, 2022 
 
Instructions:  
Our course has been complemented by various documentaries and other audiovisual 
sources. The aim of these resources was to complement the topics being discussed and 
to provide an opportunity to foster an environment in which images, audio, stories, and 
other forms of knowledge can be displayed and enjoyed.   
 
You will select one of the documentaries/episodes/audiovisuals we have watched 
during this summer session and connect it to 3 of concepts/topics we have discussed 
in class. You will reference any of the authors that you find suitable for your 
arguments.  This type of exercise allows you to pursue a critical analysis of the material 
and connect it with examples or topics of your interest.  
 
You will select from one of the following audiovisuals:  

1. Harvest of the Empire (2011) – Juan González;   
2. The Social Life of Language (2020) – Michael Mena;  
3. Cultural Studies & Stuart Hall (2020);  
4. Untangling the roots of Dominican Hair (2017);  
5. Américan Fútbol (2019) – Peter Karl & Peter Madjarac; 
6. The Hand that Feeds (2015)- Robin Blotnick; Rachel Lears.  

 
 
List of topics/concepts discussed this semester:  

• Production   Political Economy    Sports 
• Exchange   Beauty      
• Consumption  Power  
• Race    Capitalism  
• Gender   Labor Migration  
• Migration    Cultural Identity  
• Identity    Ethnicity   
• Culture   Afrolatinidad 
• Language   Food  

 
 
The length for this response paper will be 2-3 double-spaced pages, letter size 12, 

Times New Roman. No more than 3 pages. Remember to adequately cite and reference 
the discussed materials and readings. I will not accept papers after July 1st, 2022 
 



Final Paper Rubric  

(A) In an A paper, the information presented is excellent and goes beyond what is being 

asked in the assignment. It is organized, well written, and there are no significant errors 

in writing or grammar. It represents a complete and accurate analysis of the topic, 

addressing the questions in a clear matter, and taking advantage of course information 

and general discussions from the class.  

Points: 30-27 (A), 26-23 (A-).  

(B) In a B paper, the information presented is thorough and relevant to the assignment, 

organization is clear, and there are no significant problems in writing or grammar. It 

represents a complete and accurate analysis of the topic and attempts to address the 

questions and different points of view. It includes some relevant information from the 

classroom discussion.  

Points: 22-19 (B+), 18-17 (B), 16-14 (B-)  

(C) In a C paper, the information presented is adequate and relevant to the assignment. 

It is generally organized and written, although there are several grammatical errors in 

writing. It is an accurate analysis of the topic and adequately attempts to address the 

questions and different points of view; however, very little relevant information is 

presented.  

Points: 13-11 (C+), 10-8 (C), 7-5 (C-)  

(D) In a D paper, the information presented is minimal and/or not necessarily relevant 

to the assignment. It is poorly organized and written, and there are significant problems 

in writing and mechanics. There is limited analysis of the topic with minimal attempt to 

address the questions and different points of view. No relevant information is 

presented.  

Points: 4-2 (D) 

(F) In an F paper, the information presented is weak and/or not necessarily relevant to 

the assignment. There is little to no organization and serious errors in writing that make 

the reading difficult. Analysis of the topic is weak or not present and no attempts to 

respond to the questions have been made.  

Points: 0 (F)  


